
City of Adrian 
Policy and Procedure for the 
Naming of Public Property 

Policy Statement 
The city of Adrian is committed to providing a fair, consistent, and efficient process while 
respecting the important need for public consultation and legislative approval in regards 
to the naming of city-owned (municipal) properties such as parks, alleyways, 
recreational areas, municipal buildings, facilities and rooms. 

 
The intent of this policy is to guide the naming of city-owned property in a fair, objective, 
and consistent manner, and aid in the selection of names that are suitable for the 
property, respectful of the history of the site or area, useful to the public, and reflecting a 
prevailing community culture. 

 
General 
Naming property owned by the City of Adrian requires administrative action. Only the 
Adrian City Commission retains the authority to establish formal legal names for city- 
owned properties. 

 
All naming proposals for city-owned properties will be subject to a Mayoral Committee 
review, followed by a City Commission meeting replete with a public comment process 
during which objections to the proposal may be raised. 

 
When an application is received, a three person committee will oversee the review of 
the documents to help ensure the integrity and completeness of the naming process. 
The three person committee will be comprised of Adrian’s mayor along with two 
individuals chosen by the mayor. In general, members of the mayor’s committee should 
possess a public service background and have a working knowledge of local history and 
culture. 
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Criteria 
The City of Adrian will choose names for parks, alleyways, recreational areas, 
municipal buildings, facilities and rooms based on the following criteria: 

● To recognize native wildlife, flora, fauna, or natural features related to the 
community and city. 

● To celebrate local history, places, events, or culture. 
● To strengthen neighborhood identity. 
● To honor and commemorate noteworthy persons associated with the city. 

Noteworthy persons can include: 
○ A local or regional leader with strong, identifiable ties to the community or, 

specifically, to the area connected to the property being named. 
○ A city resident who has distinguished himself/herself in community 

service, or a publicly elected or appointed official, or an individual with 
strong, identifiable contributions to the City of Adrian. 

 
If an application is made to name public property after an individual, this person shall 
have: 

● Demonstrated excellence of contributions to the city’s development, community 
service, personal sacrifice for public service or national defense, or efforts to 
foster equality among the citizens of the city. 

● Historical significance locally, regionally, nationally, or globally with local or 
regional ties. 

 
In the case of naming public property after a person, such naming shall be done 
posthumously; a waiting period of 3 years must have elapsed since the individual’s 
passing. A nickname shall not be allowed in the naming of public property, unless such 
person was best known by that nickname. 

 
Denial of an application may be appropriate if the proposed naming may tend to bring 
disrepute upon the community for any reason, or would not be looked upon favorably by 
a majority of city residents. 
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Exclusions 
● Naming associations with drugs, alcohol, tobacco, contraceptives, religious 

organizations, spiritual groups, political candidates, or adjudicated felons are 
prohibited. 

● The dedication of small park amenities with an identifiable lifespan, and not 
intended to be permanent, such as fixed park benches and tables shall be 
addressed under a separate parks policy. 

 
Renewal 

 The naming rights shall stand for 25 years. At that time a renewal application 
and fee must be submitted. The intent of the renewal is to afford the city an 
opportunity to review the relevance and condition of the named property. If a 
renewal application is not submitted, the named property may be removed or left 
in place, at the city’s discretion. 

 The relevance of the named property will be reviewed by Mayoral Committee 

 The condition of the named property will be reviewed by appropriate city staff, 
paying particular attention to appearance, safety and maintenance history. 

 Renewal fee will be equal to an original application fee at the time of renewal. 
 If non-renewed, any remaining endowment funds shall be disbursed as 

previously established by the donor. 

 
Renaming 

● The intent of naming is for recognition of 25 years or more. The renaming of city- 
owned properties within that time span is strongly discouraged. It is 
recommended that efforts to change a name be subject to the most crucial 
examination so as not to diminish the original justification for the name or 
discount the value of prior contributors. 

● The Adrian City Commission reserves the right to rename property if it is deemed 
an individual has been involved with or performed a dishonorable act. 

 
Procedure 

● City staff, city residents, community leaders, and organizations interested in 
proposing a name for parks, alleyways, recreational areas, municipal 
buildings, facilities and rooms must submit a written application to the Adrian 
City Commission for consideration. 

● Support signatures of two hundred (200) registered voters from the City of 
Adrian. Of these signatures, there must be twenty (20) signatures from each of 
the six voting precincts. Signatures will be verified by the City Clerk before the 
application is submitted to the Adrian City Commission for consideration. 
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● Written support from at least one immediate family member, if available. If 
unavailable, the committee has the right to waive this requirement. 

● If there is a foreseeable impact on adjacent property owners, plans need to be 
communicated and agreed upon by all parties prior to submission of application. 

● Applications will be reviewed by applicable departments heads and must be 
approved. 

● A non-refundable $500 application fee is due with application submission. 
● An endowment for ongoing maintenance (10% of total project cost*) must be 

raised before construction of the project commences. 
● This endowment will be established through the Lenawee Community 

Foundation. 

 
*10% is a baseline estimate to be reviewed and agreed upon by the City Engineer and City 
Administrator to guarantee that upkeep doesn’t exceed this built-in maintenance endowment. 

 


